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History Snapshot http://www.banbury.com/about-us/history/

May 23, 1917 - Gillette Safety Tire Co. produces its first tire.

1919 - Rubber Workers Union No. 16454 forms with 285 members.

1925 - Experiencing financial trouble, the company reorganizes under new management.

1935 - United Rubber Workers of America Local 19 forms.

1940 - U.S. Rubber acquires controlling interest of the company. The plant retains the Gillette 

Tire Co. name.

1942 - The government buys the plant, converting the facility into an ammunition factory.

Aug. 17, 1942 - Eau Claire Ordnance Plant opens. At its peak, it employs 6,200 workers; 61 

percent are women.

1943 - The factory receives an Army-Navy "E" Award for excellence in production.
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Dec. 31, 1943 - U.S. Rubber repurchases the property for $1,025,000.

October 1944 - Production of synthetic rubber tires resumes.

1947 - The factory size doubles. The plant employs 4,400 workers, churning out 20,000 tires 

daily.

1951 - The company builds a 77,000-square-foot addition.

1965 - The facility expands, making the plant the nation's third largest tire factory.

1967 - U.S. Rubber subsidiaries consolidate under the Uniroyal name.

1967 - Company employees join a nationwide strike stretching 97 days.

1986 - Uniroyal and B.F. Goodrich Co. merge.

April 1990 - Michelin Group buys Uniroyal Goodrich Tire Co.

June 26, 1992 - The factory closes, displacing 1,358 workers.

Aug. 1, 1992 - Eau Claire developers Bill Cigan and Jack Kaiser buy the property, renaming it 

Banbury Place.



Beginnings

Wisconsin Historial Society Collection Name:Uniroyal, inc. (Eau Claire, 
Wis.) : Uniroyal, inc. Eau Claire plant records, 1917-1990

















Rezoning

18.10.060 Standards and Special Requirements for a Commercial and 
Industrial Planned Development. 

• C. Mixed Use Planned Development. For large scale projects involving the 
reuse of older buildings or sites, the commission may allow uses within a 
planned development which are not allowed within the underlying zoning 
district, provided the commission finds them to be compatible and 
harmoniously incorporated into the unitary design of the planned 
development and consistent with the purpose of this chapter, as provided 
in s. 18.10.010. With the approval of a mixed use planned development, 
the commission shall also approve, as part of the general development 
plan for the property, a plan for the location of the general uses within the 
project.
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Diverse Tenant Mix

• Apartments

• Restaurant

• Offices / Professional Services

• Daycare

• Fitness 

• Manufacturing

• Technology

• Artisans

• Food processing

• Home Improvement

• Storage







Business incubator success

• Infinity Winery & Distillery 

• Dynamic Fitness

• WIN Technology / Data Center









Future plans

• Banbury Place, Inc. to turn the six-
story building into a mixed use 
building consisting of apartments, 
office space and warehouse space. 
The building is currently being used 
for warehouse storage.

• According to the request made to 
the city, there are no firm plans in 
place or a time frame for 
development.

• http://wqow.com/news/top-stories/2018/11/29/on-the-agenda-apartment-
space-sought-for-banbury-place-us-bank-building/

http://wqow.com/news/top-stories/2018/11/29/on-the-agenda-apartment-space-sought-for-banbury-place-us-bank-building/

