
Climate & Energy 
Planning Workshop

Upper Midwest Planners Conference

Lismore Hotel & Convention

Wilson Hall - Main level

October 2, 2019

2 to 4 p.m.



Sponsor thank you



Welcome to Eau Claire!



Facilitators

• Abby Finis, Senior Energy planner, Great Lakes Institute, Minneapolis

• Marisa Bayer – Community Energy Program Manager, Center for 
Energy & Environment (MN)

• Tami Gunderzik – Senior Product Manager, Xcel Energy

• Ned Noel, Associate Planner, AICP, City of Eau Claire



Participant Introductions

• And what do you 
want to get out of 
this workshop?





https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/billions/
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Climate analog: 2081-2100, 
mid emission scenario (A1B)

Climate analog: 2046-2065, 
mid emission scenario (A1B)

What climates today are most 
similar to the projected future 
climate of my location?

DT = 2.7 °F
over 30 yrs

DT = 3.6 °F 
over 60 yrs

https://climatewisconsin.org/story/temperature-change
http://www.wicci.wisc.edu/climate-map.php




https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy_resources/policy/guides/pdf/climatechange.pdf



https://planning-org-uploaded-media.s3.amazonaws.com/legacy_resources/policy/guides/pdf/climatechange.pdf



APA’s Planning Framework

1. Based on best available data

2. Locally made

3. Adaptation as important as mitigation

4. Ongoing civic engagement



Things to think about from APA’s Policy

• Finding 16: Few communities regulate and evaluate development in a way 
that accounts for or reduces GHG emissions. Planning, regulations and 
development reviews should directly address climate factors. New or 
revised standards, regulations, practices and technologies are needed to 
reduce GHG and prepare communities to adapt to the effects of climate 
change.

• Energy Policy 9: Integration of Renewable Energy into Codes
• Revise building codes and architectural design guidelines to allow for, encourage, or 

require integration of passive solar design, green roofs, active solar and other 
renewable energysources.

• Land Use Policy 10: Zoning and Development Standards Reform
• New zoning and development standards should incorporate climate change impacts 

and implications in required environmental reviews and decision-making. 



APA has you covered



Eau Claire’s brief story



Policy goals drive planning



Policy goals drive planning



Carbon Drop Down Goals
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Carbon Neutral 2050

• City of Eau Claire

• Eau Claire County

• U of WI – Eau Claire

• Xcel Energy



Risk Management

• County & City Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plan 
2018-2023

• Required by FEMA & Wisconsin Emergency 
Management every 5 years

• Inventory of critical facilities and services
• Risk and vulnerability assessment 
• Climate change impacts addressed 
• Flood emergency plan, including notifications 

and response
• Past example: removing vulnerable floodplain 

properties
• Future example: shoring up levees

http://wcwrpc.org/Documents/ECCo%20Haz%20Mit%20DRAFT%20Full%20JAN%2025%202019.pdf


Renewable Energy Action Plan

https://www.eauclairewi.gov/government/our-divisions/renewable-energy-action-plan



22

Plan Structure & Focus Areas

Renewable Energy Action Plan
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