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Freight – Port of La Crosse

Handles 1 million tons annually
• Liquids
• Cement
• Grain
• General bulk products

Source: Iowa DOT
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1932 – First Road through marsh 

(Lang Drive)
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1940 - 1960
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1960 - 1980
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US 53
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Bicentennial Expressway (1970’s)
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1980 - 2000
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1980 - 2000
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1998 Referendum
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2000 - Present
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Pavement Surface Age Pavement and Bridge Condition
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Existing Crash Rates (2009-2013)
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Capacity/LOS Existing (2013) Capacity/LOS Future (2050) 

37



• A collaborative approach to transportation decision making that links

planning to National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) by:

– Considering the area's long-term environmental, community  and economic goals

– Engaging a broad spectrum of agencies and community stakeholders 

– Allowing the resulting planning data, analysis, products and decisions to be used in NEPA

• A program that promotes tools and resources focused on shortening 

project delivery time

– FHWA “Every Day Counts” initiative

– Limits duplication of efforts during NEPA
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Project Development Process
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Improve 
Existing 
Roads

Selective 
Expansion
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Improvements
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Recommended

Strategy Packages

Strategy Packages

Goal and 

Objectives
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Strategy Package H

• Transit Facilities and Improvements

• TDM

• Bike and Pedestrian Facilities and Improvements

• TSMO

• Intersection Improvements

• Policy and Legislation

• Package has the ability to reduce future traffic 

demand by 4% but this is not enough to meet 

future needs
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• 6-lane WIS 16 from I-90 to La Crosse 
Street

• 4-lane La Crosse Street

• 25-45 mph roadways

• Maintains current level of 
operations on WIS 16

• Some minor operational 
improvements to WIS 35 & US 53

• Some added operational pressure to 
Losey Blvd
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• Extend US 53 south, connect to  WIS 35 
at St. Cloud Street

• 4-lane roadway

• 25-45 mph roadways

• Significant operational improvements 
to WIS 16

• Removes bottleneck at WIS 16 & WIS 
157

• Some operational improvements to US 
53

• Some added operational pressure on 
WIS 35 
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• Extend US 53 south, use Gillette 
Street to connect to WIS 35 and US 
53 along railroad corridor

• 4-lane roadway

• Significant operational 
improvements to WIS 16

• Removes bottleneck at WIS 16 & 
WIS 157

• Some operational Improvements 
to 35 & 53 
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• Extend US 53 south, cross WIS 35, 
continue south to US 14

• 4-lane roadway

• 25-45 mph roadways 

• Significant operational improvements to 
WIS 16

• Removes bottleneck at WIS 16 & WIS 
157

• Significant operational improvements to 
WIS 35 & US 53 

• Additional crossing of La Crosse River
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• Extend US 53 south, connect to WIS 
35 at Monitor Street

• 4-lane roadway

• 25-45 mph roadways 

• Significant operational 
improvements to WIS 16

• Removes bottleneck at WIS 16 & 
WIS 157

• Some operational improvements 
to US 53

• Some operational pressure on WIS 
35 
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• Significant operational 
improvements to WIS 16

• Removes bottleneck at      WIS 16 
& WIS 157

• Significant operational 
improvements to WIS 35 & US 53 

• Improves connection to 
Downtown

• Adds additional crossing of La 
Crosse River 
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2015 - Present
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