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HOME GR/OWN 

what we do 

(left) Ezekiel Gillespie Park 



HOME GR/OWN  Mission 
 
HOME GR/OWN transforms vacant lots and 

commercial corridors into healthy, green 

spaces increasing healthy food access and 

increasing neighborhood quality of life. 
 

 

August 28, 2014 



HOME GR/OWN Awards 
 
2018 LISC MANDI Finalist Best Public Space for Fondy 
Park 
 
2017 Harvard Innovations in American Government 
Semi-Finalist 
 
2017 MMSD Green Luminary Award 
 
2015 & 2018 Mayor’s Design Award 
 
2015 LISC MANDI Award - “Best Public Space” 
 
2015 SXSW Eco Places by Design Winner  international 
design contest - Urban Strategies category 
 
2018 UW Chancellor’s Award 
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National 
attention & 
awards have 
helped propel 
our mission Governing 

 
Fast Company 
 
AP 
 
Next City 
 
National Public 
Radio 
 



 
 
HOME GR/OWN 

why we do it 



How do you have 
a neighborhood if 
you don’t have any 
neighbors? 

3,000 vacant lots clustered on MKE North 
Side 



Impact of vacancy on 1 neighborhood - 13 x 13 blocks 



3,000+ Vacant Lots in Central City 



  
What do you do with a piece of land that 

has zero economic value? 



Why we do 
what we do? 

Drivers behind HOME GR/OWN 

Assume little to no infill residential 

Crime & perception of MKE North Side 

Climate Change adaptation 

Placemaking creates catalytic spaces - 
attract people across invisible barriers 

Vacant commercial corridors 

Imagine creative, unconventional for 
vacant spaces 

Urban agriculture as economic 
development tool - new, circular 
economy 

Green job creation - AA unemployment 



Major Success Factor: Public/Private 
Partners 

Philanthropies     Private Firms 

Greater MKE Foundation    Veolia 

Zilber Family Foundation    Opti 

Northwestern Mutual Foundation    Outpost Natural Foods 

Bloomberg Philanthropies    David J Frank Landscaping 

Institute for Sustainable Communities   Simon Landscaping 

Fund for Lake Michigan/MMSD    Rozga Plumbing 

Religious Charities     McKay Nursery 

  



Major Success Factor: Public / Private 
Partners 

Non-Profits        

Reflo     Dominican Center      

Fondy Food Center   SET Ministries 

Walnut Way    Academia 

reciproCITY    MKE School of Engineering 

Riverworks    UW-Milwaukee - SARUP/CDS 

Groundwork MKE   UW-Madison 

Operation Dream   UW Extension 

  



  
Sustainability Features of the Parks 



 Green 
Infrastructure 

 



 Healthy food 
access - free 
food for the 
neighborhood 

 



“By the 
neighborhood, 
for the 
neighborhood” 

Green jobs & 
training 



Pollinators 
Creating a chain of 
oases in a sea of 
grass       
 

Native plants creates 
biophilia 



The 7 major HOME GR/OWN pocket 
parks 



Which sites have worked? 
 



 

 

 

Fondy Park - opened September, 2017 



Fondy Park 

LISC MANDI 2018 

Best Public Space 
Award 
 



Fondy Park 

Construction 

 



fruit orchard 
cistern  

permeable pavers  

berry bushes 

native perennials 

 
Mayor’s Design Award for 

Neighborhood Revitalization 

 
 

Ezekiel Gillespie 
Park 

MKE “Best Public 
Space 2015”       
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Ezekiel Gillespie Park, 2014 

 



More Ezekiel Gillespie Park 
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Gillespie Park Construction - 2014 
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Sunshine 
Park 

Lindsay Heights 

14th & North 

2015 



Scholars 
Park 

Metcalfe Park 

 



Metcalfe Rising 
Park 

Metcalfe Park 

34th & Center 

 

Success factors: 
Strong philanthropic support 
Strong neighborhood group 
Adaptable, large space 
Corner lot 



MLK Peace Place Park – Harambee, 2015 

 



The pocket parks that are 
less successful...so far 



Dr. Carter Park 

Success: New funds for 
major furniture; 2nmajor 
‘17 art installs 

Fail: Hardscape cited as 
not ADA-compliant-  
2019 fix; no good 
seating 

 



Adams Park 

Issues: 

Failed major public art 
project was the draw; 
Site hemmed in on 2 
sides: No compelling 
reason to go there yet. 

 

 



Unity Orchard      

 Issues:  

Site on street that is a gang borderline. 
Multiple deaths every year on block. 

Unsafe for residents to visit or maintain. 
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HOME GR/OWN - City of 
Milwaukee 
 
Tim McCollow 
HOME GR/OWN Program Manager 
eco 
Office: 414-286-3748 
tmccol@milwaukee.gov 
www.homegrownmilwaukee.gov 
 
   
 

You can also follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram & Twitter 


