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History

➢Planning effort initiated in 1987

• Requested by Milwaukee County, followed 

by remaining 6 counties.

➢Planning Report (PR) No. 42 adopted 

in 1997

➢Amendment to PR 42 adopted in 

2010

➢Update--initiated in 2019, with target 

publication date between 2023-2024



Natural Areas Plan

➢Objectives 

• Maintain the integrity of the remaining 

biodiversity of the region

• Preserve and protect the remaining significant 

geological and archeological sites of the 

Region
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Natural Areas

➢What is a Natural Area (NA)?

• Intact native plant and animal communities

• Three classes

▪ NA-1, Statewide significance

▪ NA-2, County or Regional Significance

▪ NA-3, Local Significance

• NA Definition: Natural areas are defined as 
tracts of land or water so little modified by 
human activity, or which have sufficiently 
recovered from the effects of such activity, 
that they contain intact native plant and 
animal communities believed to be 
representative of the pre-European-
settlement landscape.
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➢ What are Critical Species 
Habitat (CSH) sites?

• Areas that support Federally or 
State-listed Special Concern, 
Threatened, and/or Endangered 
plant or animal species

• Some Natural Areas are also 
Critical Species Habitat Sites, but 
not all

• CSH Definition: Critical species 
habitats are defined as tracts of 
land or water which support 
endangered, threatened, or rare 
plant or animal species.

Critical Species Habitat Sites
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Plan Recommendations 

➢Acquisition priorities for Natural 

Areas and CSH sites

1. NA-1

2. NA-2 and NA-3 within PEC, 

containing rare species, or already 

partially protected

3. CSH sites within PEC or already 

partially protected

4. Reestablish large grassland and 

forest interior sites



➢How does this relate to 

Environmental Corridors (EC)?

• Defined by a point scale based on natural 

resource features

• EC can be defined, in part, by NA or CSH.

• Corridor is considered in Natural Area and 

CSH acquisition priority

(https://www.sewrpc.org/SEWRPC/LandUse/EnvironmentalCorridors.htm.) 
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Joel Dietl, SEWRPC Chief Land Use Planner, “history of environmental corridors“

(https://youtu.be/27OkV75a0kM) 

Christopher Jors, SEWRPC Principal Specialist-Biologis, “how to prepare for and conduct an 

environmental corridor delineation”

(https://youtu.be/V9iyEoUDYvQ)



Environmental Corridors

Primary environmental corridors: 
 200 feet wide, 2 miles long, and 400 acres

Secondary environmental corridors: 
1 mile long and 100 acres (no minimum width)

Isolated natural resource areas: 
 200 feet wide and 5 acres

(https://www.sewrpc.org/SEWRPC/LandUse/EnvironmentalCorridors.htm.) 



Natural Areas and Critical Species Habitat



Resource Protection of NAs and CSHs combined 
with Environmental Corridors provides framework 
for climate resilience

➢Climate change impacts

➢Landscape connectivity

➢Natural areas within corridors

➢Corridors buffer NA and CSH Sites

➢Carbon sequestration and storage

➢Prioritize protection of biodiverse and connected landscapes



Implementation➢State

• SSA extension reviews

• Natural Heritage inventory 

database

• State Natural Areas Plan

➢Regional/County 

• County Adoption & ordinance

• Comprehensive plans

• Corridors

• County Park and Open Space 

plans 

• Transportation plans

• Lake and River Watershed plans

➢Non-Governmental

• Land Trusts/Conservancy

• Lake Association/River group

• Easements,  purchase, 

restoration, and management

➢Municipal

• Local County Park and Open 

Space plans

• SSA amendment reviews

• Local ordinance



NA Summary by County

1997 2010 2024 Change

Kenosha 38 41 26 -15

Milwaukee 43 55 53 -2

Ozaukee 48 50 52 +2

Racine 53 55 46 -9

Walworth 74 82 83 +1

Washington 90 93 95 +2

Waukesha 101 118 122 +4

447 494 477 -17



CSH Sites by County

1997 2010 2024 Change

Kenosha 18 71 70 -1

Milwaukee 13 55 124 +69

Ozaukee 7 17 31 +14

Racine 33 37 36 -1

Walworth 23 39 37 -2

Washington 13 21 23 +2

Waukehsa 38 71 62 -9

145 311 366 +55



Common problems
➢Lack of management and 

invasive species

➢Clear cutting

➢Development 

hybrid cattail

phragmites (common reed grass)

buckthorn

buckthorn



Site Profile Updates
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Aquatic Assessment scheme update



Aquatic Assessment scheme update

1997                  2023
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/SEWRPCSEWRPC.org @SEW_RPC

Thank You
Thomas Slawski | PhD, Chief Biologist 

tslawski@sewrpc.org | 262.953.3263
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