
2020 APA Conference plenary information 
 
Monday plenary  
 
Linking Regional & Community Development for Inclusive and Equitable Outcomes 
Regional and community development are linked. In the US context systemic imperatives, 
policies and practices have contoured regional and community development in ways that 
have constructed and maintained racial segregation and economic inequality. This has had 
major implications for the flow and availability of regional and community resources, has 
constructed barriers to access by low-income communities of color to the region, and has 
undermined opportunity for all to share equitably in the benefits and burdens of regional 
growth. Housing and transportation practice and policy have historically exacerbated 
existing racial and economic inequities. This presentation will explore the dimensions of 
regional opportunity building in terms of US history and the role of planning. Finally, the 
presentation will also explore the obligations that planning practitioners have in ensuring 
that democratic, inclusive and equitable outcomes are realized for all communities with 
respect to the regional development process.  

 
Kirk Harris, PhD, JD – Associate Professor, Urban Planning, School of Architecture & Urban 
Planning, UW-Milwaukee 
 
Bio: Dr. Kirk E. Harris’ academic interests are focused on racial and economic equity, the 
pedagogy of social justice, and constitutional issues in planning law and mediation and 
negotiation. Dr. Harris leads a research, practice and policy initiative in Chicago, Fathers, 
Families and Healthy Communities (FFHC). This family strengthening and community 
development initiative seeks to support and promote the engagement of low-income African-
American fathers in the lives of their children, families and communities. 
 
Over the course of his career, Dr. Harris has sought to aggressively advance policies that more 
effectively support vulnerable families and communities. Dr. Harris has served as a Legal 
Services lawyer, served as senior vice president and general counsel for Family Support America 
(a nationally recognized family support non-profit), and worked as a community development 
professional and neighborhood advocate for Shorebank Advisory Services (a division of the once 
nationally prominent community development bank, South Shore Bank). During the 2008 
Presidential Campaign, Dr. Harris served on then Sen. Obama’s Metropolitan and Urban Policy 
Committee, charged with informing the campaign's public policy platform.  
 
Dr. Harris possesses a Bachelors of Arts degree from Rutgers University, a Master of Public 
Administration degree from the Martin School of Public Policy and Public Administration at the 
University of Kentucky, a Juris Doctor degree from Thomas Jefferson Law School and a Ph.D. 
from Cornell University. Dr. Harris is also a member of the Georgia, Washington, DC and US 
Supreme Court Bars. 

 
 
Tuesday Plenary 
 



Cultivating Neighborhoods Towards Positive Municipal Math: You can cultivate healthy 
development from the people and old neighborhoods you already have. 
While most cities have already embraced the need to reinvest in their downtowns, they have 
untapped opportunity in their core neighborhoods where 1-3 story multi-unit buildings can form 
a vital backstop against both decline and displacement. This session shares the value and 
culminating effects of small-scale development. By looking at housing and commercial 
development as an interconnected development challenge on a block or neighborhood, the 
infrastructure that serves them can be maintained physically and financially. It is a call to action 
encouraging cities to make small possible again by right-sizing their regulation, testing the 

financial viability of desired development projects and building capacity of neighborhood 
development entrepreneurs.  
 
Bio: Jim Kumon is an urban designer, neighborhood advocate and business manager with 
an undergraduate degree in Architecture from the University of Michigan. With over ten 
years experience in the design and transportation industries in Los Angeles, Denver and 
Minneapolis, Jim has a deep understanding of the resurgence of small scale urban 
neighborhoods which have fueled the economic success of those cities. In his current role 
leading the Incremental Development Alliance, he oversees the development of training 
seminars for individuals, coaching and consulting to cities and networking events across 
the country. He is a frequent speaker to municipalities, trade organizations, business and 
advocacy groups on real estate, economic development, transit and public infrastructure. 
As a past Kingfield neighborhood board member and current chair of the Kingfield 
Redevelopment Committee, Jim has been closely involved with development projects at 
the neighborhood level in Minneapolis.  As an urbanist advocate, Jim was a technical 
advisor during the recent city policy changes legalizing Accessory Dwelling Units (ADU) 
and reducing residential parking requirements on properties near high frequency transit 
lines.  Along with ongoing renovations to his 100-year-old house, he is in the planning 
stages of building an ADU on his property. 

 
 
Plenary Panel on Wednesday 
 
A Conversation about Organizational Leadership while Dealing with Controversial  
Issues  
 
How does a planning director navigate the demands of political interests, private 
sector/development demands, vocal residents, underrepresented residents, planning 
ethics, staff satisfaction, and budget constraints?  How do you approach communication 
with all the different stakeholders and how do you balance competing interests? 

 
Facilitator: Heather Stouder, AICP 
Heather Stouder attended Butler University and in 1998 graduated with a biology degree. After 
that she served in AmeriCorps in Portland, Oregon and then enrolled at UW-Madison and in 
2004 graduated with master’s degrees in both urban and regional planning and land resources. 
In 2004 she became a transportation planner with the Indianapolis Metropolitan Planning 
Organization. Stouder returned to Madison in 2006 to work as community planner for MSA 

http://www.msa-ps.com/


Professional Services, a consulting firm. Two years later she was hired by the City of Madison 
and in 2016 was named the Planning Division Director.  
 
Sreyoshi Chakraborty is a planner with 14 years of experience in transportation and land-use 
planning. Sreyoshi has a bachelor’s degree in Planning from the School of Planning and 
Architecture, New Delhi (India), and a master’s degree in Urban and Regional Planning from the 
University of Iowa. Sreyoshi’s interest and expertise lies in helping communities plan for and 
provide healthy, efficient, equitable transportation choices to people from all walks of life. She 
has previously worked for the City of Fort Collins, Colorado, and the Cheyenne (Wyoming) MPO. 
At the Des Moines Area MPO, she is responsible for overseeing active transportation planning, 
as well as the development of the Transportation Improvement Program. Outside of work, she 
enjoys travelling and exploring the outdoors on foot or bikes with her family. 
 
Chloe McGuire Brigl, AICP is the Senior Planner for the City of Ramsey, MN. She functions as 
their daily planning manager, as well as housing planner and community outreach specialist. She 
is also a Metro District Director for APA MN and the Women in Planning Committee Liaison. She 
graduated from the Humphrey School of Public Affairs, and participates in their mentorship 
program. She is passionate about helping other planners reach their full potential and providing 
women in planning opportunities to grow, engage, and learn from each other 
 
Abby Attoun, AICP is the Planning & Community Development Director for the City of 
Middleton, WI. Abby has a bachelor’s degree in Planning from Missouri State University, and a 
master’s degree in Urban and Regional Planning from the University of Iowa. Abby focuses on 
issues related to community and economic development, housing, arts, and general planning. 
Outside of work, she enjoys travelling, hiking, running, and spending time with her husband and 
two young sons. 
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